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CARSON STREET SCHOOL — CONDUCTIVE EDUCATION REVIEW 

339. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the review carried out by the Department of Education on conductive education, resulting from a pilot 
program at Carson Street School. 

(1) Is it true that the Minister for Education has had a copy of the report into this review since December 
2010? 

(2) In light of her heartless decision to cease funding for conductive education at Carson Street School, 
impacting on 17 children with severe and multiple disabilities, will the minister table the advice that led 
her to make that decision? 

(3) Why has the minister made the decision to cut funding without consulting the parents and students of 
Carson Street School or the Conductive Education Centre of Western Australia? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I thank the member for Victoria Park for his question. 

(1)–(3) I acknowledge the member’s relationship with the school, as it is a school within his electorate. He is 
also, as I understand it, on the board of the school and has been for some time, so he will know the 
history of the school’s funding. It was funded first by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich when she was Minister for 
Education: $200 000 a year was provided for four years from 2006 to conduct a trial of conductive 
education. The funding was extended last year—2010—while an evaluation of the conductive education 
program was being carried out. The Department of Education was supportive of the trial all the way 
through, and we wanted to determine its effectiveness, as we do with many programs. Members 
opposite are always asking whether we have evaluated programs; this program has been evaluated. 
There has never been any guarantee of funding, as I understand it, beyond the trial. The member’s 
assumption that I have had this report since 2010 is completely wrong — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: December? That is not correct? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: That is not correct. I received a memorandum from the director general dated 13 June 
2011, which was yesterday. The memo reported her conclusions on this matter and her recommendations to me, 
and I have not yet signed it. I received it only yesterday, and I had to ask for a copy of the report this morning. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Did you provide the parents with a copy of the report? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I spoke to the department this morning about this, and I understand that it will provide a 
copy of the report to the school. The delay of six months is far too long; I am not exactly sure when the report 
was completed, but that is when I received notification of it. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: December 2010, I think you’ll find, minister. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: If it was that long ago, then it has been hanging around in the department for far too long. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Are you saying that you haven’t made a decision to cut funding? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I have not signed anything, and I have the recommendations before me. I have not yet 
signed the memo that came to me, dated yesterday. It is still under consideration, from my point of view, and I 
am still asking questions about it. I am more than happy to discuss the matter with the member for Victoria Park 
and to visit the school with him, but it is worth reporting to him that the review of the available literature, as well 
as the local findings, have not provided me with sufficient evidence to show that conductive education should be 
the only model we use for children with cerebral palsy and other motor disorders. Indeed, I have also been 
advised today that conductive education is not endorsed by the Cerebral Palsy Association. There is no 
conclusive evidence at all about the worth or otherwise of conductive education — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: For cerebral palsy, but the parents there — 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: An evaluation has been done, and the member needs to look at that evaluation. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Can you give me a copy? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I do not have one with me now, but one is being sent to the school. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Well, how can I look at it? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I will make sure that the member gets a copy of it. 

Part of the advice to me was that, as an autonomous independent public school, Carson Street School has the 
flexibility to assume responsibility for a conductive education program — 
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Mr E.S. Ripper: You don’t take responsibility. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Just a moment; this is the recommendation that has been sent to me. Funding will be 
provided; the member, I am sure, will have a copy of a letter dated 9 June 2011 that was sent to the school. It 
was signed by David Axworthy, the deputy director general, schools, in the Department of Education. He 
advised that he had directed the statewide services directorate to provide supplementary allocations for the 2011 
and 2012 school years, to act as a transition. That is the recommendation that has come to me today; I saw it only 
this morning, and I am considering it. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: And after 2012? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: This is a recommendation in the report that the member will see. It is recommended that, 
because Carson Street School is an independent public school — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: The government can absolve its responsibilities. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You can still pay for the program. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I am just reporting the recommendation of the report. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: But do you agree with the recommendation, minister? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I received the report only today; I clearly have not read it, and I have received a 
recommendation from the director general, which I am considering. I cannot say any more than that about it, 
member for Victoria Park, until I have considered the evidence. It happens to be an area that I know a fair bit 
about, so I will be considering it very closely. 
 


